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As many of us know, the House is engaged in an on-going effort to author and publish its official documents and data in XML.  The goals of this effort are to make improvements in the cost, accuracy, timeliness and efficiency of the document creation and revision process, as well as establish common data standards for the exchange of legislative information with the Legislative Branch organizations.  
 
My part of the day is to share with the group where and how our documents and data are exchanged between Legislative Branch organizations.
 
Before I do that, I want to take some time to review the institutional challenges that are faced, not only by the United States Congress, but by parliaments and legislative bodies around the world.



The Challenge

Legislative documents and related data must be
e prepared
 managed,
o distributed, and
 archived.

This includes paper and electronic means for
handling the official documents.
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When dealing with legislative documents and data, legislative bodies -- such as the U.S. Congress, the British parliament, our local county commission -- must be concerned with preparing, managing, distributing and archiving activities. This includes paper and electronic means for handling the official documents of record.   For the U.S. House and Senate, the paper copy is the official document of record.



How a bill become a law.

After the vote has been taken, the result is noted in the Journal of Action by
Louis Sirkey, House Journal Clerk. If the bill receives a passing vote, it is sent
to the other chamber for action. If the bill failed to pass it must be reintroduced
unless it is voted to refer it back to the committee for reconsideration

OFFICE OF THE CLERK
House Journal Clerk 1937 or 1938 U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
http:/iwww.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009010782/




The Challenge (cont’d)

Government data should be

* Public

* Accessible

° DeSCribed White House M-13-13,
Open Data Policy,

e Reusable Managing Information as an Asset

« Complete

 Timely

 Managed Post-Release
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Many of us in the legislative data community – regardless of whether we work for a government agency, a for-profit vendor,  a non-profit, a university, or a parliamentary monitoring organization – try to accurately describe what “publicly available government data” should be.  

The most recent list comes from the White House memo on Open Data Policy released on May 9.   Prior to the White House memo, Opening Parliament.org in their document “Declaration on Parliamentary Openness” describe what government should be.    If we look in some recent public law, the terms “searchable and downloadable” have also been used.

The phrase “available, discoverable, usable” has also been used to describe what government data should be.    While it is assumed, I always include “accurate”!  Government data must be accurate.




Where are the documents? Data?

GOVERNMENT
PRINTING OFFICE

* WWW.gPO.goV

LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS
 Thomas.loc.gov
e Beta.congress.gov

THE HOUSE
e Clerk.house.gov
e Docs.house.gov
e Www.house.gov
o Committee websites

THE SENATE

* WWW.Senate.gov
e Committee websites
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Introduction and Referral to Committee
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Doc. 110-49, page 8
How Our Laws Are Made
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Member drops the paper in the Hopper.

[Show piece of paper in your hand; reference How Our Laws Are Made booklet]

Floor staff in the Clerk’s process the bill and the metadata about the bill. 

Metadata: date of introduction, bill number, sponsor, cosponsors, committee referrals, internal file name.

Clerk transfers data, paper and electronic documents to GPO and Library of Congress.   GPO transfers data to LOC.

GPO and LOC make bill documents, bill status, and bill summaries available to the public.

House Office of Legislative Counsel (HOLC) drafts in XML; documents are published in XML and PDF.

During the processing of the data and documents, there are built in Quality Assurance checks to ensure accuracy of the data and documents.

SAMPLE: H.R. 1610 (112th)
 Introduced in House (04/15/2011)
 Referred to committee (04/15/2011)
 Hearings Held Prior to Introduction (02/15/2011 and 03/16/2011)
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Consideration by Committee
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Committee actions include referrals to subcommittees, requests for executive comments, meetings such as hearings and markups.


Reported to House and Placed on Calendar
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Consideration on House Floor

U.S. House
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Senate Consideration

Roll Call Votes
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Enrollment and Presidential Actions
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For the most up-to-date version of the U.S. Code, use Law Revision Counsel’s website – USCodeBETA.house.gov



= Slip laws and U.S. Code

HOLC updates (or
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For the most up-to-date version of the U.S. Code, use Law Revision Counsel’s website – USCodeBETA.house.gov


New time saving voting machine 05/10/1938
http:/iwww.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009015711/

ANswers

Until Jurgensen, Jr., a tally clerk designed

{ this electric voting machine it took at least

three months, using the old rubber stamp
system, to compile the voting records of the
435 members of the House. Recording the
yeas and nays, absent and present, paired
for and paired against votes of each
individual member, the machine which is
similar to an adding machine, does the same
job in less than two weeks. Greater accuracy
IS assured in counting votes with Jurgensen-
designed machine.
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As many of us know, the House is engaged in an on-going effort to author and publish its official documents and data in XML.  The goals of this effort are to make improvements in the cost, accuracy, timeliness and efficiency of the document creation and revision process, as well as establish common data standards for the exchange of legislative information with the Legislative Branch organizations.  
 
My part of the day is to share with the group where and how our documents and data are exchanged between Legislative Branch organizations.
 
Before I do that, I want to take some time to review the institutional challenges that are faced, not only by the United States Congress, but by parliaments and legislative bodies around the world.
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